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later a large body of rather turbulent natives arrived
from the next island for a dance competition, quite
ready to profit by any political trouble.

The danger having been averted, the party lived at
peace in the house of Maka, the Hawaiian missionary,
one of the most lovable of men. They saw the dances,
they gave exhibitions of their magic lantern, and as all
pictures were supposed to be photographs, and photo-
graphs could only be taken from actual scenes, their
slides of Bible history brought about a distinct religious
reaction among the people. They made friends with
various natives, but the end of their stay was by conru
parison tame and dull, and after about a month the
Equator returned and carried them away.

The terms of the elaborate charter party were entirely
disregarded. The captain from the beginning acted as
though the vessel were Stevenson's yacht, and went or
stayed according to the wishes of his passenger.
Stevenson, on his part, took a keen interest in the
ship's fortunes, and was as eager to secure copra as any
one on board. The captain acted as showman of the
group. " I remember once," says Mr. Osbourne, " that
he banged the deck with a rnarlinspike and called below
to Louis: ' Come on deck, quick, Kaupoi; here 's the
murderer and the poisoner I told you of, coming off in
a boat/ " It was Stevenson's fate in the Pacific, at the
times when he was most anxious about his finances,
to be regarded by the natives as the wealthiest of
men, and addressed accordingly. Thus " Kaupoi" in
the Gilberts and "Ona" in Samoa are equivalent to
"Dives/' or "Richie," as Stevenson himself used to
render it. "Ona,"by the way, is not a genuine
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